December 3, 2009

We could make Kool-Aid whenever we
wanted to. Simple things. They could
go outside and walk in the neighbor-
hood. They got a little dog, and they
could walk the dog in the neighbor-
hood—something they could not do in
the nursing home. That is another part
of the bill—very closely aligned with
the CLASS Act, but it pertains to
those people with disabilities right
now.

We know, again, from data and sta-
tistics we have that by paying for per-
sonal care services and home care serv-
ices—and you might say that is really
expensive. But we know from data that
we get three for one. In other words,
for every one person in a nursing home,
for what that costs, we can provide
community and home-based services
for three people. That is three people
for every one in a nursing home. So in
a way, yes, it costs money, but for
every person we get out of a nursing
home, we can pay for three living in
the community. Again, that is not to
mention the kind of quality of life I
just mentioned.

This bill for the first time creates the
community first choice option, which
gives States an extra share of Federal
money—6 percent—if they agree to pro-
vide personal care and services to all
eligible people in their State—I mean
those eligible for institutional care. If
they provide that to them, then they
get a bump up. And only by making
personal care services available on an
equal basis to all those eligible can we
satisfy the promise of the Americans
with Disabilities Act and really meet
the Supreme Court mandate in the
Olmstead decision.

I say to my friend from Pennsyl-
vania, there are two aspects of the bill.
One is the CLASS Act, which looks
ahead and provides that peace of mind
that people know they can have that
access. Then we provide for people with
disabilities who are living out there,
fearful that the only thing that will
happen to them is they will have to go
to a nursing home. Now we are going to
say to States: You provide community-
and home-based services, and we will
give you more money to do so through
your Medicaid Program. Hopefully,
with that, the States will begin to
move more rapidly to fulfill the man-
date of that Supreme Court decision.

I thank my friend for yielding me
this time to explain that.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I yield
the floor and suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that on Friday, De-
cember 4, after any leader remarks, the
Senate then resume consideration of
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H.R. 3590 with debate only in order
until 11:30 a.m., with no amendments,
motions to commit, or any other mo-
tion, other than a motion to reconsider
a vote, if applicable, in order during
this period, except those that are cur-
rently pending, with the time after the
leader time equally divided and con-
trolled between the leaders or their
designees, with the majority control-
ling the first portion of time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period for the transaction
of morning business, with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO JEFFERY D. RUPERT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today
to recognize the work of Jeffery D. Ru-
pert, who served as executive assistant
to the U.S. Capitol Police Board from
August 2003 to December 2009.

Pursuant to Public Law 108-7, section
1014(c) Congress established the posi-
tion to act as a central point for com-
munications and enhance the Police
Board’s work. In his capacity as the
first executive assistant to the board,
Mr. Rupert built the job from the
ground up, developing policies, initi-
ating procedures, and establishing an
archival system which will serve as a
historic chronicle of board security de-
cisions.

Mr. Rupert contributed greatly to
the safety and security of the Capitol
Complex during his tenure, which in-
cluded board support for two Presi-
dential inaugurations, two dozen joint
sessions of Congress, and other major
special events and demonstrations.

Additionally, Mr. Rupert’s regular
daily duties enhanced the overall effec-
tiveness and efficiency of the board’s
oversight activities. Whether he was
coordinating a meeting or writing legal
analysis, Mr. Rupert paid great atten-
tion to detail.

His more than 6 years of work were
critical in supporting preparations for
potential terrorist attacks and in-
cluded a vast span of expertise in law
enforcement, safety, and security
issues. He served the USCP and the
Capitol Police Board honorably in the
aftermath of the ricin attacks.

Mr. Rupert served as a liaison with
other congressional and executive
branch entities to include the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency, the Depart-
ment of Defense, and many other agen-
cies. As a liaison, Mr. Rupert provided
information concerning national level
issues including continuity of govern-
ment and continuity of operations for
the U.S. Congress. His personal and
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professional contacts ensured seamless
sharing of vital intelligence, and the
Capitol community was well served
during his stewardship.

I understand Jeff has accepted a
high-ranking position at the Pentagon.
On behalf of the entire Senate, I wish
Jeff the very best in his future endeav-
ors and offer him heartfelt thanks for
his service to Congress and the Amer-
ican people.

————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS KIMBLE A. HAN

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to PFC Kimble A.
Han who made the ultimate sacrifice
for his country on October 23, 2009, in
Afghanistan. According to initial re-
ports, Private First Class Han died of
injuries sustained when an improvised
explosive device detonated near his ve-
hicle.

Private First Class Han was assigned
to the 569th Engineer Company, 4th En-
gineer Battalion, Fort Carson, CO.

Private First Class Han enlisted in
the Army in January of 2008 and by De-
cember was assigned to the combat en-
gineers. He exhibited an astounding
sense of devotion to duty in service to
our great Nation. He received numer-
ous recognitions, medals and ribbons
for his service, including the National
Defense Service Medal, the Afghani-
stan Campaign Medal with Campaign
Star, the Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon,
Overseas Service Ribbon and Combat
Action Badge. As a result of his heroic
service, Private First Class Han was
posthumously promoted to specialist.
The selfless courage Kimble displayed
in the service to our country will not
be forgotten. We are forever in his
debt.

Mr. President, let us not forgot the
sacrifice of PFC Kimble A. Han. I am
filled with deep gratitude for his serv-
ice and pray for his family and friends
throughout this difficult time. I know
that I am joined by all my colleagues
in the Senate in mourning the loss of
PFC Kimble A. Han, our Nation’s pro-
tector and hero.

SERGEANT JAMES MICHAEL NOLEN

Mr. President, I rise today to pay
tribute to SGT James Michael Nolen
who was killed in the line of duty on
November 23, 2009, in Zabul, Afghani-
stan. Sergeant Nolen sustained fatal
wounds when enemy forces attacked
his vehicle with an improvised explo-
sive device.

SGT James Nolen served with the
2nd Battalion, 508th Parachute Infan-
try Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat
Team, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort
Bragg, NC.

Sergeant Nolen truly exemplified the
qualities of a dedicated soldier and
hero. A fellow paratrooper conveyed
that ‘“‘Sergeant Nolen was a true sol-
dier. Nothing could take away from his
warm personality. His caring smile and
willingness to help others were his
most identifiable features.”
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